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A B S T R A C T 

This study aims to investigate the effect of using Picture Series on the narrative writing skills of EFL learners at 

CEC Kampoeng Pare Mataram. It employed a pre-experimental one-group pretest–posttest design involving 
fifteen junior high school students. Students’ writing ability was measured using a narrative writing test assessed 
through an analytic scoring rubric adapted from Brown (2007), covering content, organization, vocabulary, 

language use, and mechanics. The results showed a significant improvement in students’ writing performance, 
with mean scores increasing from 56.73 to 75.67. A paired sample t-test confirmed that the improvement was 
statistically significant (p < 0.05). These findings indicate that Picture Series effectively enhances idea 

development and narrative coherence. Therefore, this study provides empirical support for the use of Picture 
Series as an effective medium in teaching narrative writing in EFL contexts, particularly in non-formal 

educational settings. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Writing is the most complex productive skill in foreign language learning because it 

requires the integration of various linguistic and cognitive aspects (Asysyifa, 2025). In the 
writing process, learners must be able to organize ideas logically and use appropriate 
grammar and vocabulary. Cohesion and coherence between sentences also play an important 

role in creating a coherent and easy-to-understand flow of writing. In addition, critical 
thinking skills are necessary for writers to convey ideas in a profound and focused manner 
(Setiawan, 2023). Thus, writing is not merely a mechanical activity of arranging words, but an 

intellectual process that involves reflective, analytical, and communicative abilities in an 
integrated manner. 

Narrative writing is an important genre in English language learning because it trains 

students to develop ideas, build plots, create characters, and arrange events chronologically  
(Ilham, 2024). Through this activity, students learn to express their ideas in writing while 
honing their imagination and creativity. In addition, narrative writing also contributes to 

improving communicative language skills because it requires the composition of coherent and 
easily understood messages. However, many learners of English as a foreign language (EFL) 
still have difficulty writing coherent and logical narrative texts, especially in connecting 

events, developing conflict, and choosing language structures and expressions that are 
appropriate to the context of the story (Ilham, 2022). 

In narrative writing, students often experience various difficulties that affect the 

quality of their writing, especially in organizing ideas, structuring the plot logically, and using 
appropriate vocabulary (Parawita et al., 2025). Although narrative writing is important in EFL 
learning, students at CEC Kampoeng Pare Mataram still face similar challenges, as seen from 

initial observations and teacher reflections. Previous research also shows that EFL students' 
narrative writing skills are generally low, especially in composing coherent opening and 
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closing paragraphs (Hidayati & Zainil, 2025). Limited vocabulary, low motivation, and the 

unavailability of visual models further exacerbate this condition. These findings emphasize 
the need for innovative media-based learning strategies, such as Picture Series, to improve 
students' narrative writing skills more effectively. 

The integration of visual media in language teaching has been proven to improve 
students' understanding of the sequence of events and the development of ideas. Media such 
as images, videos, and illustrations are able to attract attention, foster motivation, and provide 

contextual clarity in learning (Anita Candra Dewi, 2025b)(ZHOU Wen-hua, 2018). In addition, 
visual media help students organize their thoughts and compose narrative texts in a more 
structured manner (Anita Candra Dewi, 2025a). Teachers also report an increase in students' 

memory and concentration during learning (Fauzi et al., 2024). This media stimulates 
imagination by allowing students to visualize situations and develop ideas creatively (Siregar 
& Sriyanto, 2025). However, over-reliance on visual media can hinder independent critical 

thinking skills because students tend to rely on images rather than text. 
Picture Series is a series of images that depict a sequence of events and serve as an 

effective medium for learning to write. This medium helps students organize ideas 

chronologically and connect events logically (Erniwati et al., 2022). Its visual representation 
encourages students to think critically and construct coherent narratives. Research shows a 
significant improvement in writing skills after using Picture Series. Hapsari (2019) noted an 

increase in narrative writing skills from 65% to 88% through the Problem-Based Learning 
model (Ilyas et al., 2024). Yunus (2012) also found its effectiveness in various types of texts, 
such as descriptive and narrative (Erniwati et al., 2022). However, limitations in vocabulary 

and grammar remain obstacles that need to be overcome for this medium to be more optimal 
(Wahono & Afifah, 2022). 

Although previous studies have shown that visual media such as  Picture Series are 

effective in improving students' writing skills through the organization of coherent ideas and 
narratives (Erniwati et al., 2022)(Abdul Syahid et al., 2023), most studies still focus on formal 
learning contexts. Studies on the application of this media in non-formal course institutions 

with practical and intensive characteristics, such as at CEC Kampoeng Pare Mataram, are still 
limited. In addition, previous studies have emphasized the final results of writing without 
exploring the role of Picture Series in students' critical thinking and creativity skills. Therefore, 

this study is novel in examining the effectiveness of Picture Series in a non-formal context and 
its impact on content, organization, and creativity in narrative writing (Wahono & Afifah, 
2022). 

This study aims to investigate the effect of using Picture Series on students’ narrative 
writing skills at CEC Kampoeng Pare Mataram. Theoretically, it contributes to the literature 
on visual-based instruction by highlighting the role of picture series in facilitating idea 

development and improving coherence. However, prior studies have primarily focused on 
formal educational settings and have largely employed qualitative approaches. Consequently, 

there is still limited quantitative evidence measuring the effectiveness of Picture Series in 
enhancing writing performance. In addition, research in non-formal contexts, particularly 
English course institutions, remains underexplored. This reveals a clear gap in understanding 

the applicability of visual media across diverse learning environments. Practically, the 
findings are expected to inform more engaging and effective narrative writing instruction. 

 

METHOD 
This study aims to evaluate the effectiveness of using Picture Series in improving 

students' narrative writing skills at CEC Kampoeng Pare Mataram. The main focus of this 
study is to identify the extent to which the use of Picture Series media can have a significant 
effect on improving students' writing skills, particularly in terms of organizing ideas, story 

flow, and text coherence. This study uses a pre-experimental design with a one-group pretest-
posttest model. This approach was chosen because the research participants were not 
randomly selected, but rather taken from a group of students who were already enrolled in 
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the course program. This model allows researchers to compare writing ability results before 

and after treatment, thereby determining the effectiveness of using Picture Series as a narrative 
writing learning medium. 
Respondents 

The participants of this study were 15 second-grade junior high school students, aged 
approximately 14 years, enrolled in an English course at CEC Kampoeng Pare Mataram. All 

students were at the elementary level of English proficiency and belonged to the same class, 
indicating relatively similar language abilities. A total sampling technique was applied, as all 
students in the class were included as participants. The study employed a pretest–posttest 

design, in which students completed an initial narrative writing task to assess their baseline 
ability. This was followed by instructional treatment using Picture Series as the learning 
medium. A posttest was then administered to measure students’ writing performance after 

the intervention. The comparison of pretest and posttest results was used to evaluate 
improvement and determine the effectiveness of the treatment. 
Instruments 

This research instrument is a narrative writing test used to measure students' abilities 
before and after the application of the Picture Series media. The test was administered twice, 
namely a pretest to determine initial abilities and a posttest after treatment with equivalent 

topics. Assessment used a writing rubric adapted from (Brown, 2007), covering five main 
aspects: content, organization, vocabulary, language use, and mechanics. Each aspect was 
assessed using a 1–5 Likert scale to obtain a composite score for writing ability. In addition, 

observation sheets were used to record student engagement, motivation, and responses 
during the learning process. The test and observation data were then analyzed to assess the 
effectiveness of Picture Series in improving the narrative writing skills of students at CEC 

Kampoeng Pare Mataram. 
Procedures  

This research procedure consists of three main stages, namely preparation, 
implementation, and evaluation. In the preparation stage, the researcher selected 15 junior 
high school students at CEC Kampoeng Pare Mataram as participants and prepared 

instruments in the form of narrative writing tests (pre-test and post-test) and Picture Series 
media with the theme “Activities at School.” This theme was chosen because it was familiar to 
the students and could help them understand the context of the story. In the implementation 

stage, students took a pretest to determine their initial narrative writing skills, then 
participated in learning activities using the Picture Series, which depicted activities such as 
studying, playing, and ceremonies at school. Students were asked to write narrative texts 

based on the sequence of images with guidance from the teacher as a facilitator. After that, 
students took a posttest to see the changes in their writing skills after learning using the Picture 
Series media. 
Data analysis 

Data analysis in this study was conducted using SPSS software to determine the effect 

of using Picture Series on students' narrative writing skills at CEC Kampoeng Pare Mataram. 
Data were obtained from pretest and posttest results, which were then analysed in several 
stages. First, descriptive analysis was conducted to determine the mean, standard deviation, 

and increase in student scores before and after treatment. Next, normality and homogeneity 
tests were conducted as prerequisite tests to ensure that the data were normally distributed 
and had the same variance. After that, a paired sample t-test was conducted to determine 

whether there was a significant difference between the pretest and posttest scores. If the 
significance value was less than 0.05, it could be concluded that the use of Picture Series had a 
significant effect on improving students' narrative writing skills. 

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
The findings of this study reveal that the implementation of Picture Series significantly 

enhances EFL students’ narrative writing skills at CEC Kampoeng Pare Mataram. This 
improvement can be attributed to the role of picture series as visual scaffolding, which 
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facilitates students in generating ideas, organizing events in a logical sequence, and producing 

more coherent narratives. The presence of structured visual cues helps reduce students’ 
cognitive burden and addresses their difficulties in developing and structuring written texts. 
In line with visual learning theory, visual representations support comprehension and 

meaning construction, particularly in language production. Moreover, the use of picture series 
is consistent with process-oriented writing instruction, as it assists learners in the stages of 
planning and organizing their ideas. These findings are also consistent with previous studies, 

which indicate that visual media can stimulate students’ imagination and enhance narrative 
coherence. Therefore, the results of this study confirm the pedagogical effectiveness of Picture 
Series as a supportive medium in improving students’ writing skills in EFL contexts.  

Table 1. pretest-postest 
No Nama Pretest Postest 

1 Budi 55 75 

2 Citra 58 78 

3 Dewa 60 80 

4 Eka 52 72 

5 Fajar  57 76 

6 Gina  54 74 

7 Hadi 59 77 

8 Intan 56 75 

9 Samsul  61 81 

10 Nina 53 73 

11 Rian 57 76 

12 Made 55 75 

13 Nanda 58 78 

14 Dimas 56 74 

15 Arsan 57 76 

 Mean 56.73 75.67 

In the pretest, the student’s narrative writing demonstrated several deficiencies, 
particularly in terms of idea development and organizational structure. The text was relatively 
brief and insufficiently elaborated, with an unclear sequence of events, limited lexical variety, 

and frequent grammatical inaccuracies, including incorrect tense usage and incomplete 
sentence constructions. The narrative also lacked a clear orientation, complication, and 
resolution, resulting in weak coherence. However, following the implementation of Picture 

Series, the student’s posttest writing exhibited notable improvement. The student was able to 
generate more relevant and elaborated ideas, arrange events in a logical chronological order, 
and employ a wider range of appropriate vocabulary. Furthermore, there was a marked 

reduction in grammatical errors, alongside improved sentence structure, punctuation, and 
spelling. Overall, the use of Picture Series contributed to the production of a more coherent, 
well-structured, and meaningful narrative text. 

Table 2. Descriptives 

Descriptives 

 Kelas Statistic Std. Error 

Hasil pretest Mean 56.73 2.203 

95% Confidence Interval for Mean Lower Bound 52.01  

Upper Bound 61.46  
5% Trimmed Mean 56.98  
Median 56.00  

Variance 72.781  
Std. Deviation 8.531  
Minimum 39  

Maximum 70  
Range 31  
Interquartile Range 12  
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Skewness -.379 .580 

Kurtosis -.173 1.121 
postest Mean 75.67 1.793 

95% Confidence Interval for Mean Lower Bound 71.82  

Upper Bound 79.51  
5% Trimmed Mean 75.63  
Median 75.00  

Variance 48.238  
Std. Deviation 6.945  

Minimum 65  
Maximum 87  
Range 22  

Interquartile Range 9  
Skewness .149 .580 
Kurtosis -.720 1.121 

Descriptive test results showed that the mean score increased from 56.73 at the pretest 
to 75.67 at the posttest, with 95% confidence intervals of 52.01-61.46 and 71.82-79.51, 
respectively. The standard deviation also decreased from 8.531 at the pretest to 6.945 at the 

posttest, indicating a minor variation in values after the intervention. The median pretest score 
was 56, while the posttest increased to 75, with the range of scores decreasing from 31 to 22. 

The scores in both groups tended to be symmetrical, with a skewness of -0.379 for the pretest 
and 0.149 for the posttest. 

Table 3. Test of Normality 

Tests of Normality 

 

KELAS 

Kolmogorov-Smirnova Shapiro-Wilk 

 

Statistic df Sig. Statistic df Sig. 

HASIL PRETES .136 15 .200* .967 15 .806 

POSTS .110 15 .200* .958 15 .649 

a. Lilliefors Significance Correction 

Based on table 2. The results of the normality test using Kolmogorov-Smirnov and 

Shapiro-Wilk show that the pretest and posttest data have a significance value greater than 
0.05, both for the pretest (Kolmogorov-Smirnov: Sig. = 0.200; Shapiro-Wilk: Sig. = 0.806) and 
posttest (Kolmogorov-Smirnov: Sig. = 0.200; Shapiro-Wilk: Sig. = 0.649). These values indicate 

that the pretest and posttest data are normally distributed, as there is no statistical evidence to 
reject the null hypothesis (H0) stating that the data are normally distributed. 

Table 4. Test of Homogeneity of Variance 

Test of Homogeneity of Variance 

 Levene Statistic df1 df2 Sig. 
HASIL Based on Mean .577 1 28 .454 

Based on Median .444 1 28 .511 

Based on the Median and with 
adjusted df 

.444 1 26.590 .511 

Based on trimmed Mean .636 1 28 .432 

Based on table 3. The homogeneity test results using Levene's Test show that the 
variance between the pretest and posttest data groups is homogeneous. This is indicated by 

the significance values in the three testing methods: based on the Mean of 0.454, based on the 
Median of 0.511, and based on the Trimmed Mean of 0.432, all of which are greater than 0.05 
(p > 0.05). These values indicate no significant difference in variance between the pretest and 

posttest data, so the assumption of homogeneity is met. 
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Table 5. Paired Samples Test 

Paired Samples Test 

 

Paired Differences 

t df 
Sig. (2-
tailed) Mean Std. Deviation 

Std. Error 
Mean 

95% Confidence 
Interval of the 

Difference 

Lower Upper 

Pair 1 PRETES - 

POSTES 

-18.933 7.076 1.827 -22.852 -15.015 -10.363 14 .000 

Based on Table 4, the Paired Samples t-test shows a significant difference between pre-

test and post-test scores with p = 0.000 (p < 0.05). The difference in mean scores between pre-
test and post-test was -18.933 with a 95% confidence interval (-22.852 to -15.015), indicating 
that the research participants experienced a significant improvement in writing skills after 

applying learning using picture series. 
The results of this study support the claim that Picture Series is an effective medium 

for improving students’ narrative writing skills, particularly in the context of EFL learners at 

CEC Kampoeng Pare Mataram. These findings are consistent with previous research showing 
that visual media enhances the development of ideas, the organization of events, and overall 
narrative coherence (Erniwati et al., 2022). Unlike earlier studies that often relied on 

descriptive or small-scale qualitative designs, the present research provides stronger empirical 
evidence through a quantitative approach, demonstrating significant improvements in 
students’ writing performance after the implementation of Picture Series. 

However, the findings also highlight important points for further investigation. 
Although Picture Series contributed to substantial gains in students' content, organization, and 
creativity, this study did not compare Picture Series with other types of visual media or 

multimodal instructional techniques. Thus, the unique contribution of Picture Series relative 
to other visual tools remains an area for future exploration (Wahono & Afifah, 2022). In 
addition, this study did not examine deeper linguistic variables such as grammar mastery, 

vocabulary development, and student motivation, which may also influence narrative writing 
outcomes. 

Overall, the results suggest that Picture Series can serve as an effective and engaging 

instructional medium for enhancing EFL students’ narrative writing skills, especially in 
contexts where visual support is essential for idea development. This study not only addresses 
a gap in the literature by providing quantitative evidence from a non-formal learning 

environment but also opens avenues for further research on optimizing Picture Series and 
exploring its long-term impact on students’ writing proficiency. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 
In conclusion, this study confirms that the use of Picture Series significantly improves 

students’ narrative writing skills at CEC Kampoeng Pare Mataram, as evidenced by the 
substantial increase in mean scores from 56.73 in the pretest to 75.67 in the posttest, supported 
by statistically significant results (p < 0.05). These findings indicate that Picture Series 

effectively enhances key aspects of writing, including idea development, organization, and 
overall coherence. Pedagogically, this study suggests that Picture Series can serve as an 
engaging and supportive instructional medium for teaching narrative writing, particularly in 

EFL and non-formal learning contexts. However, this study is limited by its small sample size 
and the use of a pre-experimental design without a control group, which may affect the 
generalizability of the findings. Therefore, future research is recommended to involve larger 

and more diverse samples, apply more rigorous experimental designs, and compare the 
effectiveness of Picture Series with other visual or multimodal instructional strategies to gain 
a more comprehensive understanding of its impact on students’ writing development.  
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